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This course will examine various economic and social causes and consequences of population change in
an international context. The consequences studied will include the economic impact of immigrants on US
workers and taxpayers, the growing pension burden as populations age, the effect of population growth on
economic growth, and environmental consequences of population growth. The course will also examine the
economic causes of demographic behavior including fertility, marriage, and labor supply. How have the functions
of the family changed during the course of economic development, and how do they continue to change today?
Why have divorce and extramarital fertility risen so much, while fertility has fallen way below replacement in
many countries, and marriages are postponed to later ages or foregone altogether? How are these profound
changes in family life related to the changing economic roles of women, and to economic growth? Finally, the
course will consider whether there is a gap between individual and societal net benefits to childbearing, which
would provide grounds for government intervention to alter birth rates.

You can enroll for this class either as Economics C175 or as Demography C175; these are one and the

same class, and both count towards an Economics major or a Demography minor in exactly the same way. The

class meets in F295 Haas on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:10 to 3:30. The instructor is Ronald Lee. His

office hours are Tuesdays, 3:40-5:00 and Thursdays 3:40-4:10 (following class) in Room 202, 2232 Piedmont

Ave. You can also catch him immediately after class on Tuesdays and Thursdays for short discussions in the

hall, or on the walk back to his office. He can be reached at 642-4535, or by email: rlee@demog.berkeley.edu.

Class attendance is very important; there is material presented in lecture that is not included in the readings.

There will be a midterm examination (scheduled for Tuesday, March 10, on the 15th class meeting) and
a final examination, based on the readings and the lectures, on Thursday, May 14, from 12:30-2:10 pm at the

start time listed in the official exam schedule, but shorter than listed. In addition, there will be a term paper due

on Friday, April 10th at noon, described below. There will be an opportunity to revise your paper in response to
grader’s comments. Short problem sets (six) will also be assigned and discussed throughout the term. Problem

sets will be discussed in the optional sections (see below). I will hold special optional review sessions before the

Midterm and Final exams. Grades will be based 28% on the midterm, 25% on the research project, 30% on the
final, 12% on problem sets, and 5% on iClicker responses to questions in class. (This grading scheme may be

altered.)

There will be optional one-hour discussion sections held each week for this class, led by GSIs Nobuko

Mizoguchi, Jenny Liu, Reid Hamel, and Mark Borgschulte. The sections will discuss answers to problem sets,
give hands-on lessons on some optional computer topics such as demographic data on the internet or how to

construct a population pyramid, and hold student discussions of the material from class and readings. There will

be four sections offered each week, from which you can choose any offered time. You can go each week to
whichever section you prefer or to none at all. In the weeks before the final and midterm exams, there will be

additional section times offered, from which you can again choose. You do not need to sign up for the section,



and you do not need to go to the same section each week. The schedule for sections is given on a later page. Class

enrollment and grading are completely independent of these sections.

Teaching Assistants: Nobuko Mizoguchi (nobukom@demog.berkeley.edu); Jenny Liu

(jennyxliu@berkeley.edu); Reid Hamel (reidh@demog.berkeley.edu); and Mark Borgschulte

(mark@econ.berkeley.edu).  See later page for office hours and section times. The two best ways to communicate
electronically with GSIs are to send email to 175gsi2009@gmail.com and the bSpace forum.

Web Site: There is a course website in bSpace. If you are officially enrolled in the course then you can get access
as described below. If you are not enrolled but are on the waiting list and are attending class, see the Head TA

Nobuko Mizoguchi or Ellen Langer to get guest access to the website.

Using bSpace: You will enter bSpace through what is essentially your own “personal space.” You should not have
to do anything to create that space initially, just have your CalNet ID and passphrase handy and proceed as

follows:

1)        Go to http://bspace.berkeley.edu/portal/login.

2)        Choose the option “Login through CalNet.”
3)        Enter your own CalNet ID and passphrase, and press Enter. You will see a series of tabs representing

courses for which you are enrolled. (Only those courses which have bSpace sites will appear.)

4)        Click on the tab labeled Demog C175 or Econ C175 to enter the site for this class.
If you encounter any problems, please contact Ellen Langer at erlanger@demog.berkeley.edu.

Once you've entered the course website for C175, a home page will appear, with areas devoted to the general
course description and to recent announcements, discussion, and chat room items. Please check the website from

time to time for important announcements such as schedule changes, new features, etc. On the left side of the

screen, you will find a sidebar menu which gives access to this Syllabus and other features, including a Schedule

(which will include assignment due dates, midterm and final exam dates and times, office hours, etc.), the Chat

room, Assignments, and Resources (which will include a glossary of relevant terms, old exams, etc.). Please

check under announcements if you are not sure where to find a newly posted item. Office hours will also be

displayed on the Home Page.

Reader: There is no textbook for this class. Instead, there will be a reader containing a collection of journal

articles, book chapters, and other materials, available for purchase at Copy Central, 2560 Bancroft Way for

$51.36 plus tax. A copy of the reader will be available on reserve at Moffitt, but it is strongly recommended that
you buy your own.

iClicker: This class requires that you purchase an iClicker and bring it to each class meeting. The iClicker will
permit you to respond wirelessly to questions asked in class. Your answers will automatically be recorded and

combined with those of other students in charts displayed on the screen. Some of the questions will be substantive

questions about class material. Some of them will be survey questions about your own demographic backgrounds.
Some may ask basic questions about assigned readings. Your participation by responding to iClicker questions

counts for 5% of the class grade; participation counts whether your answer is right or wrong. The purpose of the

iClicker is to enrich the lecture, to let all students participate despite this being a large lecture class, and to get

you, the student, more actively involved in the class. iClickers can be purchased at the ASUC store ($35.00 plus
tax) or elsewhere. Once you have bought your iClicker, register it online at

http://www.iclicker.com/registration/. This will link your clicker to your name and class records, and ensure

that your responses are recorded. STUDENTS MAY NOT RESPOND ON MULTIPLE CLICKERS. IF THIS

OCCURS ALL STUDENTS INVOLVED WILL BE PENALIZED.

Computer Lab: In some weeks, the optional sections will be held in the SSCL (Social Science Computing
Laboratory) in Room 64, Barrows Hall.  In addition, students can use this lab on weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,

when there is no regularly scheduled class in the lab (the room schedule is posted on the door of the lab and on the



course website in a few weeks). You will be able to login using your CalNet ID and passphrase. When you use

this account, be sure to bring a USB storage device so that you can take your work with you. This will enable you
to work at other computer facilities on campus. It will also avoid others copying your problem set work off the

hard-drive, which would result in a score of zero for both the copying student and the student copied from. For the

schedule of optional sections in the computer lab, see the attached sheet. Please arrive promptly for computer

sections as we will not be able to stop midway through our demonstration to give you a login code and get you up
to speed.

Problem Set Policies: Problems sets will be graded with a check, check plus, or check minus (for 2, 3 or 1
points). One of the six problem sets will be excused, so you can get full credit by turning in only five of them (up

to 12 points). We will choose the five best grades out of the six for your grade. Counting only five of the six sets

provides for occasions on which you are sick, called out of town for family emergencies, and other unforeseen
events. Do not squander this free missed problem set!!! Save it for an emergency. Problem sets will be accepted

until **2:10 pm** of the day on which they are due, at the Demography Building (2232 Piedmont Ave, box in

front hall by main office) or in F295 Hass at the beginning of class. No late problem sets will be accepted. For

job interviews, and student activities requiring travel, you should simply turn in the problem sets early, before you
leave. Cooperative work on the problem sets is fine, but you must write them up independently. Problem sets

from different people containing identical material will get zero credit and may result in disciplinary

action.

Enrollment: During the first week of class, enrolled students must send an e-mail to
175confirm@demog.berkeley.edu by Friday Jan 23 to confirm their enrollment. To do this, send an e-mail with
CONFIRMATION Last Name First Name in the subject line and the last four digits of your student ID in the
body text of the e-mail. EXAMPLE of subject line: CONFIRMATION Doe John. Enrolled students who do not
do this by Jan 23 will be dropped and their place given to someone on the waiting list. Students do not need to
attend any section meeting in order to be enrolled. Section attendance has no bearing on enrollment status or on
your grade. E-mail confirmation of enrollment, however, is required.

Waiting list: During the first week of class, students on the waiting list must send an e-mail to
175waitlist@demog.berkeley.edu by Friday Jan 23 to confirm their intention to enroll.  To do this, send an e-mail
with CONFIRMATION WAITLIST Last Name First Name in the subject line and the last four digits of your
student ID in the body text of the e-mail. If you are on the waiting list and would like to have access to the
bSpace website for the class, please contact Ellen Langer at erlanger@demog.berkelely.edu. (DO NOT use this
e-mail address for either confirmation of enrollment or waitlist confirmation.) For Demography C175 enrollment
for those on the waiting list is automatic through Telebears as slots become available. Enrollment for Economics
C175 for those on the waiting list is controlled by the Economics Department. Contact the Economics Head
Graduate Student Instructor (headgsi@econ.berkeley.edu in room 508-2 Evans Hall) to see if you can apply for a
class entry code. Be aware that there are limited seats saved for this purpose and other students will be competing
for them. The Head GSI will accept paper applications for CECs starting the first day of classes through
Wednesday, January 28th.

Academic Honesty: It is your responsibility to check the student guide to academic honesty at
http://students.berkeley.edu/sas/rtf/guide_student.rtf.  The standard penalty for violations of academic
integrity in this course will be an F grade for the course.

Term Project Assignment for Economics C175/Demography C175: The term project gives you the
opportunity to get hands-on experience doing research using demographic data to answer a question of your
choosing. In the past, students have found it challenging, but very interesting and rewarding. Many find it their
favorite part of the course. Those with statistical skills can use them in the project, but these skills are not
necessary. While regression models are not necessary, cross-tabulations, charts, correlations, and other data
analysis techniques are useful.  The topic of the paper must involve demography, but it does not need to be
closely related to any theory presented in class.



Unlike most other papers you may have written, this paper is not a literature review or critique. This is to be a
brief paper based on an original analysis of primary data. Do not take your data from a published paper or report
which has already analyzed it. You should draw your own conclusions from your own analysis of the data. If you
are not clear on what I mean by this, please ask me in class.

Choosing a Topic: There is a wide range of possible topics for your paper. If you are unsure that your topic is
appropriate, you should ask a GSI or the professor for approval. Papers could focus on fertility, mortality,

migration, education, occupation, marriage, divorce, labor force participation, earnings, wealth holdings, country

of birth, or special sub-populations such as those of prisons, universities, or military bases; and so on. Be

imaginative!  The best papers are not formulaic; rather they are motivated by a question of interest to both the
author and the reader. Here are titles of some of the best papers done last year:

• HIV Prevalence Rates and Economic Growth Rate in Africa

• Out of Wedlock: Is the rise in births to unmarried women perpetuating poverty among low income
Hispanics and African Americans?

• The Relationship Between Religion & Fertility

• Female Labor Force Participation and the Old Age Dependency Ratio
• Implications of Status: Access to Health Insurance & Routine Care among Hispanics

• The Positive Correlation Between Labor Force Participation Among Mothers and Student Reading Scores

on a Statewide, and Countywide Basis

• Wealth Inequality and Changing Economic Conditions
• Economic Changes Are The Driving Factor Of Income Inequality

• Correlation between Body Mass Index and Income in US

Finding and Analyzing Data

Once you have a broad research question in mind, it may be useful to examine datasets before narrowing your

topic question. The population sampled and questions asked place many limitations on the kinds of narrow
empirical questions you can answer.  On the course website there are links to original datasets (under “Paper

Resources”). There will also be special optional sections offered for those of you who would like to learn about

data sets available on the Web.

At the Social Science Computer Lab (SSCL), you will be able to access the 2000 US Census in detail, down to the
geographic level of groups of blocks. This is better than simply using the Census Web Site. Also, you can access

the 1990 Census. In addition, you can access the Great American History Machine, which has data from all US

censuses back to the first in 1790, at the geographic level of counties. This data set is best for looking at maps
showing how the geographic distribution of variables you choose change from decade to decade over the past 200

years. Another useful data set is IPUMS, which has individual level data from US censuses going back to 1850,

and similar data for many other industrial and Third World nations. Using the IPUMS requires a higher level of

computer and analytic expertise (beyond spreadsheets), but some students might want to ask a GSI about it. There
are also special data sets on time use, health, crime and many other topics.

Before analyzing your data, it will be necessary to narrow your research topic to a specific empirical question

(e.g. a broad topic might be racial segregation and health, whereas a specific empirical question would be “do
African-American children who live in racially homogenous neighborhoods of Chicago have better health

outcomes than African-American children who live in integrated neighborhoods of Chicago, even after

controlling for family income and health insurance?”).  One or two problem sets early in the term will acquaint
you with the data sources before you start your paper as well as with some useful demographic methods.

Final Paper Format

Your paper should include an introduction in which you state the thesis clearly and motivate the topic (answer the
"why should we care" question). You should also briefly describe what dataset you used, but the bulk of your

paper should focus on your analysis of the data and explanation/interpretation of the results you obtained.  The

conclusion should summarize concisely what you learned about your topic and what further analysis would be
needed to answer more definitively the question of interest.



Papers should be no more than five printed double-spaced pages, plus references (if any) and any figures and
tables (maximum seven) you may want to add. The first draft of the paper is due on Friday, April 10, 2009 by

12 noon in the Demography Building at 2232 Piedmont Ave., or turn it in earlier in class. This early due date

will prevent the paper from interfering with other activities in the last weeks of term.

Grading the paper: You will receive a grade on this first draft, which will count for half of the overall grade on

the paper. If the first version is not submitted on time, your grade on the paper will automatically be reduced by

one step for each day (or part thereof) that it is late e.g. from B+ to B- if it is one day and two hours late. You will
also get a separate grade on the revised version, which will ordinarily be no lower than the grade on the first draft

and should be higher if you have improved it by revising. This grade on the revised version counts for the other

half of the overall grade on the paper. Thus if you get a B- on the first draft and a B+ on the second draft your
overall grade for the paper would be B, the average of B- and B+. You may choose not to revise your paper, in

which case the grade received on your first draft will be your overall grade. (Note: The precise grading scheme

used may differ somewhat from that just described.)

Revision of papers: Once the papers are returned to you, you will have one week to revise the papers in response

to the comments of the graders. Graders will provide constructive feedback on how your paper could be

strengthened.

Submit the paper on the web and in hard copy: Unfortunately, a few students have submitted plagiarized

papers in past years, including recycled term papers from previous years, papers copied from published articles,
papers purchased on the web, and so on. In this case, students automatically receive a failing grade on the paper,

and may receive a failing grade in the course as a whole or be subject to other disciplinary action through the

campus Office of Judicial Affairs. To avoid these problems, students are required to submit their papers on a

special web site as well as in hard copy. The web site then compares the text to a vast data base, including
previous term papers from this and other courses across the country to check for plagiarism.

Some examples of good term papers from previous classes will be on reserve in Moffitt for your use. You can use
them for general guidance and inspiration.

“Do”s and “Don’t”s for your term projects—Suggestions from a former Head TA:

DO

• Hands-on analysis of demographic data.

• Be a critical thinker.  This means not only being skeptical of whether conventional wisdom on your topic

agrees with empirical fact, but also being aware of the limitations of your dataset and your own analysis.  For
example, if you discover that African-American children who live in racially integrated neighborhoods are

healthier than other African-American children, the obvious counter-explanation is that African-American parents

who can afford to live in integrated neighborhoods can also afford better health insurance.  You could then try
limiting the sample to privately insured children or children whose families have high incomes to see how your

results change.

• Label graphs and charts completely. Give a title that answers what/where/when; label axes; provide a legend

if necessary; and include a source note at the bottom, telling where the data came from.
• Cite completely all data used (for websites, this means the complete URL, the date, the organization

publishing it).  Consult a style manual if you are not sure how to cite a source.

• Feel free to discuss your paper topic and whether your data are appropriate with the GSIs or Professor Lee.
They can help you with data sources, analytical methods and topic development. This can be done by email or in

person.

• Remember that “data” is plural and “datum” is singular.
• Be consistent with past and present voice when describing your analysis and results.



• Proofread your papers.  Have a friend proofread your papers.

• Make sure you give your data the "common sense" test.  It is possible to make a computing or data
downloading mistake that gives you impossible results.  (An example of this is showing a per capita annual

income of $42.  This is nonsense and is the result of a computing mistake somewhere.  Also, many students make

simple mistakes on population pyramids.  Be careful and proofread!)

• Investigate interesting data sources such as IPUMS, state and local government agencies, companies,
international sources, research organizations, etc.

• Think about the reader when making tables and graphs.  Are they easy to read?  Is there a better, clearer way

to display the same information? Learning to do this well is an important skill that will help you throughout your
career.

DON'T

• Use secondary data presented in a published paper. Use original source data.  (You can cite data in a

published paper as long as it is not your main data source.)

• Write a boring and formulaic paper.  This is your chance to investigate a topic of interest to you, and it will be

much more enjoyable to write (and thus to read) if you are interested in your own results.
• Wait until the last minute to look for data.  You may not be able to find what you need and then you will be

forced to pick a topic based only on what data you can find.  This is a recipe for a boring paper.



Demography/Economics 175

Spring 2009

(Note: This schedule is subject to change. Please see course website for updates)
Week Tuesday Thursday

1 20 Jan

No sections this week.

22 Jan

No sections this week. Hand out PS1 (Population pyramids)

Professor Lee in Washington. Guest lecture by Professor

John Wilmoth.

2 27 Jan

Computer sections this week (see separate schedule

for places & times; no GSI office hours)

29 Jan

Computer sections this week (see separate schedule for

places & times; no GSI office hours)

3 03 Feb

PS1 DUE by 2:00pm; Hand out PS2 (Data sources,

Changing economic roles and family)

05 Feb

4 10 Feb

Computer sections this week (see separate schedule

for places & times; no GSI office hours)

12 Feb

Computer sections this week (see separate schedule for

places & times; no GSI office hours)  Return PS1

5 17 Feb

PS2 DUE by 2:00pm; Hand out PS3 (Female labor

force participation, Marriage and Divorce, Fertility,

Immigration, paper preparation)

19 Feb

6 24 Feb

PS3 DUE by 2:00pm;  Return PS2

26 Feb

7 03 Mar 05 Mar

Return PS 3

8 10 Mar

No sections or GSI office hours this week

MIDTERM 2-3:30pm

Midterm Review with GSIs Sun, March 8 (TBA)

Midterm Review with Prof. Lee Monday, March

9, 5:30-7 (Location TBA)

Hand out PS4 (Pop. & land size, Malthus, Boserup)

12 Mar

No sections or GSI office hours this week

9 17 Mar 19 Mar

PS4 DUE by 2:00pm

10 SPRING RECESS SPRING RECESS
11 31 Mar

Return Midterm; see website for section and office

hour schedule

02 Apr

12 07 Apr

See website for additional office hours for paper

help.

09 Apr

PAPER DUE  Friday, April 10
th

, by 12noon in 2232

Piedmont Ave.

13 14 Apr

Hand out PS5 (Boserup, Population and the

environment, Population aging); return PS 4

16 Apr

14 21 Apr 23 Apr

PS5 DUE by 2:00pm; Hand out PS6 (Pension theory)

15 28 Apr

   Return papers

30 Apr

Return PS5

16 05 May

Paper presentations

    PS6 DUE

    Revised Term paper DUE

07 May

Paper presentations

17 12 May

No class

Return PS6 & paper re-grades

FINAL EXAMINATION:

Thursday, May 14th, 12:30-2:10 pm

Final Review with GSIs, Mon May 11th (TBA)

Final Review with Prof. Lee Tu May 12th 5:30-7,
Location TBA



Regular Schedule (Lecture, Section, Office Hours)
Note: This schedule is subject to change. Please see course website for updates on section and office

hour times and locations.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Goals of this Course

As part of Berkeley's Undergraduate Student Learning Initiative (USLI), the Economics Department has

developed learning goals for the Economics major. (See

http://emlab.berkeley.edu/econ/ugrad/ugrad_goals.shtml\).

The specific learning goals for this course include:

CT1. Apply economic analysis to evaluate everyday problems.

QT1. Understand how to use empirical evidence to evaluate an economic argument.

QT2. Interpret statistical results.

QT4. Obtain and/or collect relevant data using specific qualitative and/or quantitative research methods.

CS1. Communicate effectively in written, spoken, and graphical form about specific economic issues.

CS2. Formulate a well-organized written argument supported by evidence.

LL2. Know how to locate and use primary data sources (e.g., BLS Household Survey, UN Human

Development Index)



Instructor: Ronald Lee

University of California, Berkeley

January 20, 2009

Office Phone: 642-4535

email: rlee@demog.berkeley.edu

Office Hours: : 3:40-5:00, Tuesday

3:30-4:10 Thursday

in 2232 Piedmont Ave., Room 202

Economics/Demography C175:      Economic Demography

READING LIST

All readings are required. There is no text in the course. A reader which contains all the required readings as well as some

other course materials will be available for purchase at Copy Central, 2560 Bancroft Way, 848-8649. A copy of the reader

will be available on reserve at Moffitt, but it is strongly recommended that you buy your own. An iClicker is also required.

I. Introduction: The World Demographic Situation and Its Consequences

A. Trends in the World Population

Ronald Lee (2003) “The Demographic Transition: Three Centuries of Fundamental Change,” Journal of Economic

Perspectives v. 17, n. 4, Fall 2003, pp.167-190.

“Counting People: Census sensitivity” The Economist Dec 22 2007 pp. 97-99.

http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?story_id=10311346&fsrc=nwlbtwfree

John Knodel “Deconstructing Population Momentum” Population Today v.27 n.3 (March 1999) pp.1-2 and 7.

Cheryl Stauffer “Building Pyramids” Population Today v.27 n.5 (May 1999) p.3.

John R. Wilmoth (2002) “Human Longevity in Historical Perspective”, Chapter 2 of Paola S. Timiras, ed., Physiological

Basis of Aging and Geriatrics, Boca Raton, FL: CRC Press, 3rd edition. Pp.11-16, 23-24.

John Bongaarts, Thomas Buettner, Gerhard Heilig, Francois Pelletier (2008) “Has the HIV Epidemic Peaked?” Population

and Development Review 34(2) (June), read only the first part of this article, pages 199-210 (Notes and References,

221-224 also included).

II. Changing Economic Roles and the Family

A. Theories of Changing Family Life

Gary Becker, "The Evolution of the Family," Chapter 11 of Gary Becker, A Treatise On The Family (Harvard University

Press, 1981) pp.237-256.

B. The Changing Economic Roles of Women in the US and the World

Robert S. Pindyck and Daniel L. Rubinfeld (2009) Microeconomics (7th edition) pp.67-88, 120-122, mid 531 to mid 534.

(These selections present basic consumer theory, including indifference curves, budget constraints, consumer

choice, and income and substitution effects. Also the labor-leisure tradeoff and labor supply. It will be review for

those who have taken intermediate microtheory. We will be drawing on this material for labor supply, fertility

theory, and pension theory.)



Kristin Mammen and Christina Paxson (2000) “Women’s Work and Economic Development” Journal of Economic

Perspectives v.14 ,n.4 pp.141-151; 158-164.

Claudia Goldin (2006) “The Quiet Revolution that Transformed Women’s Employment, Education, and Family” American

Economic Review 96(2):1-21. The Ely Lecture.

C. The Changing Family and the Economics of Marriage

Michael J. Brien and Michelle E. Sheran (2003) “The Economics of Marriage and Household Formation” in Shoshana A.

Grossbard-Shechtman ed. Marriage and the Economy (Cambridge University Press) pp.37-54.

Evelyn L. Lehrer (2003) “The Economics of Divorce” in Shoshana A. Grossbard-Shechtman ed. Marriage and the Economy

(Cambridge University Press) pp.55-74.

D. The Economics of Fertility: Quantity-Quality and Value of Time

Gary Becker, "The Demand for Children," Chapter 5 of A Treatise On The Family, Harvard University Press (1991) pp.135-

144, 151-154.

T. Paul Schultz (1981) Economics of Population (Addison-Wesley), selections on fertility theory: pp. 159-162.

James Feyrer, Bruce Sacerdote, and Ariel Dora Stern (2008) “Will the Stork Return to Europe and Japan? Understanding

Fertility within Developed Nations” Journal of Economic Perspectives v.22 n.3 Summer, pp. 3-22.

III. Immigration and Its Consequences for the United States

Several of the readings on immigration are in the following book, which will be referred to as NRC: National Research

Council (1997) The New Americans: Economic, Demographic and Fiscal Effects of Immigration (National Academy Press).

James Smith and Barry Edmonston, eds.

A. The Demography of Immigration and the Growth of Minority Populations in the U.S.

NRC, pages 30-37 and pages 107-115.

Michael Hoefer, Nancy Rytina, and Bryan C. Baker (2008) “Estimates of the Unauthorized Immigrant Population Residing

in the United States: January 2007”, Department of Homeland Security, Office of Immigration Statistics, pp.1-5.

(downloadable from the web).

B. Immigrants in the Labor Force

George Borjas “The Skills of Immigrants”, Chapter 2 of George Borjas (1999) Heavens Door: Immigration Policy and the

American Economy (Princeton University Press) pp.19-31, 38.

C. The Economic Consequences of Immigration

Robert S. Pindyck and Daniel L. Rubinfeld (2009) Microeconomics (7th edition), “Production with one variable input

(labor)”, pp.198-203

NRC, pages 135-142 and pages 151-157. Theoretical perspectives.

NRC, pages 219-230. Empirical evidence.

D. The Fiscal Impact of Immigration



Ronald Lee (2001) "Immigration: Consequences for Fiscal Developments in the Receiving Population," in International

Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences Neil J. Smelser and Paul B. Baltes, eds., (Elsevier, Oxford, England) v. 11, p.

7217-7220.

E. Immigration Policy

Douglas S. Massey (2007) “Understanding America’s Immigration ‘Crisis’” Proceedings of the American Philosophical

Society, v.151 n.3 (September) pp.309-327.

F. An aside on causality for your term projects

Gina Kolata “Searching for Clarity: A Primer on Medical Studies” New York Times (September 29, 2008) (a brief newspaper

column)

IV. Consequences of Population Growth: The Grand Theories -- Optimum, Equilibrium, and Technological Progress

A. Optimum Population, Wage and Rents. Lecture Only. Review Pindyck and Rubinfeld, pp.198-203.

B. Malthusian Theory: Population Equilibrium and Welfare

Thomas Malthus (1798) An Essay on the Principle of Population (first edition), Chapters 1-2.

Ronald Lee (1980) “An Historical Perspective on Economic Aspects of the Population Explosion: the Case of Pre-industrial

England”, in Richard Easterlin, ed., Population and Economic Change in Developing Countries (University of

Chicago Press). Read only pages 517-520 and 541-546.

C. Population Pressure, Labor Absorption in Agriculture, and Technological Change

Ester Boserup (1981) Population and Technological Change (University of Chicago Press), pp.3-28.

V. Population and the Environment

Paul R. Ehrlich (2004) “The Human Predicament”, Chapter 1 of One with Nineveh: Politics, Consumption, and the Human

Future (Island Press), pp.17-44.

International Food Policy Research Institute “The International Food Policy Research Institute on the World Food Situation”

Population and Development Review 34(2) pp.373-380.

Robert S. Pindyck and Daniel L. Rubinfeld (2009) Microeconomics (7th edition) “Malthus and the Food Crisis” pp.204 to

mid 205 and “The Long-Run Behavior of Natural Resource Prices” mid p.30 to mid p.32.

Bjorn Lomborg (2001) The Skeptical Environmentalist: Measuring the Real State of the World (Cambridge University Press),

Chapter 5/Chapter 12 “Non-Energy Resources”, pp.137-148.

Garrett Hardin (1968) “The Tragedy of the Commons” Science (December) 1243-1248.

VI. Population Age Distributions and Their Consequences

A.  The Demography of Aging

National Research Council (2001) “Our Aging World”, Chapter 2 of Preparing for an Aging World: The Case for Cross-

National Research (National Academy Press, Washington D.C.), pp.30-47, 61-65.



B.  Retirement: Trends and Causes

Jonathan Gruber and David Wise (1998) “Social Security and Retirement: An International Comparison,” American

Economic Review (May) v.88 n.2, pp.158-163.

C.  The Theory of Unfunded Pensions – No Readings, Lecture Only (You can start reading for the next

section)

D.  The Fiscal Impact of Population Aging: The Social Security Problem and Health Care

Council of Economic Advisors (2004) “Restoring Solvency to Social Security”, Chapter 6 of the Economic Report of the

President, pp.129-147.

Alicia H. Munnell (2004) “A Bird’s Eye View of the Social Security Debate”, An Issue Brief, Center for Retirement

Research, Boston College (December, #25).

Ben Wattenberg (1997) “The Easy Solution to the Social Security Crisis” The New York Times Magazine (June 22) pp.30-31.

E.  Intergenerational Relations

Gary S. Becker and Kevin M. Murphy (1988), “The Family and the State” Journal of Law and Economics, v. 31 April, pp. 1-

12.

VII. Population , Savings, and Economic Growth

A. Savings, Population, and Economic Growth

H. Gregory Mankiw (1994) Macroeconomics 2
nd

 edition (Worth Publishers, NY), selections from Chapter 4, “Economic

Growth” pp. 76-87 and 95-99.

B. Savings, The Life Cycle, and Population Growth—lecture only.

VIII. The Theoretical Basis for Policy

Nancy Birdsall (1994) “Government, Population, and Poverty: A ‘Win-Win’ Tale” in Population, Economic Development

and the Environment edited by Kerstin Lindahl Kiessling and Hans Landberg (Oxford University Press), pp.173-

198.

Ronald Lee (2001) “Externalities to Childbearing” in International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences Neil J. Smelser and

Paul B. Baltes, eds., (Elsevier, Oxford, England) v. 3, pp.1686-1689.


